
Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)


 
19th Sunday After Pentecost, 


St. Chariton the Confessor, Tone 2


Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 
God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and 
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us, 
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon 
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.


Lord have mercy. (3x)


+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ Our Father, Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


Lord have mercy. (12x)



+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ O come, let us worship God our King. 

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


Antiphon 1

(from Psalm 102)


Choir: (Tone 1) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And all that is within me, 

Bless His holy Name!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And forget not all His benefits!


Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases!


The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

Long-suffering and of great goodness.


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2

(From Psalm 145)


Choir: (Tone 1)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;




I will sing praises to my God while I have being.


Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
In whom there is no salvation.


When his breath departs 
He returns to his earth:

On that very day his plans perish.


The Lord will reign forever;

Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.	

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

Of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.

O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit: 

Save us!


Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)


Antiphon 3

The Beatitudes


Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, 

When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (12)


Choir: Blessed are they that mourn, 

For they shall be comforted.




Reader: (11)


Choir: Blessed are the meek, 

For they shall inherit the earth.


Reader: (10) We offer Thee the cry of the thief, and we pray: Remember us in 
Thy kingdom, O Savior.


Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

For they shall be filled.


Reader: (9) For the forgiveness of transgressions we offer unto Thee the Cross 
which Thou didst accept for our sake, O Thou who lovest mankind.


Choir: Blessed are the merciful, 

For they shall obtain mercy.

 

Reader: (8) We bow down in worship, O Master, before Thy burial and rising, 
whereby Thou hast delivered the world from corruption, O Thou Who lovest 
mankind.


Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God.

 

Reader: (7) By Thy death hath death been slain, O Lord, and by Thy resurrection 
hast Thou saved the world, O Savior.


Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called the sons of God. 


Reader: (6) Risen from the tomb, Thou didst meet the myrrh-bearing women; 
and Thou didst tell Thy disciples to announce Thine arising.


Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (5) Those who slept in darkness, beholding Thee, the Light, in the 
nethermost parts of hades, O Christ, were raised from the dead.


Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 




And shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.

 

Reader: (4) The reason-endowed flock of thy disciples rejoiceth in thee, O 
venerable one, spiritually partaking of thy splendor.


Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 

For great is your reward in the heavens.


Reader: (3) O venerable Chariton, to the Spirit of life thou didst subject carnal 
knowledge, as the cause of enmity towards God.


Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Reader: (2) Like David thou didst lay low the power of the noetic alien Goliath, 
O venerable one, with the weaponry of the Spirit.


Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Reader: (1) Thou, alone, O Mother of God, hast in manner past nature, become 
the mediatress of blessings for those on earth; wherefore, we cry out to thee: 
Rejoice!


Introit

(Entry Hymn)


Choir: O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,

Save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


Troparia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: (Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 2) 

When Thou didst descend unto death, O Life Immortal, / then didst Thou slay 
Hades with the lightning of Thy Divinity. / And when Thou didst also raise the dead 
out of the nethermost depths, / all the Hosts of the heavens cried out: // O Life-
giver, Christ our God, glory be to Thee.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,




(Troparion of the Saint, Tone 8) 

With streams of thy tears thou didst irrigate the barren desert, / and with sighs 
from the depths of thy soul thou didst make it to bear fruit an hundredfold. / Thou 
wast a beacon to the whole world, radiating miracles. // O Chariton our father, 
entreat Christ God, that our souls be saved!


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


(Resurrectional Theotokion, Tone 8) 

O Good One, Who for our sake wast born of the Virgin / and, having endured 
crucifixion, cast down death by death, / and as God revealed the resurrection: / 
disdain not that which Thou hast fashioned with Thine own hand. / Show forth Thy 
love for mankind, O Merciful One; / accept the Theotokos who gave Thee birth 
and prayeth for us; // and save Thy despairing people, O our Savior!


Trisagion

(Thrice-Holy Hymn)


Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.


Prokeimenon 

(that which precedes)


Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 2nd Tone: The Lord is my strength and my song, 
and He is become my salvation.


Choir: The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation.


Reader: With chastisement hath the Lord chastened me, but He hath not given 
me over unto death.


Choir: The Lord is my strength and my song, and He is become my salvation.




Reader: In the 7th Tone: The saints shall boast in glory, and they shall rejoice 
upon their beds.


Choir: The saints shall boast in glory, and they shall rejoice upon their beds.


Epistle Reading

(2 Corinthians 11:31-12:9; 2 Corinthians 4:6-15)


  

Reader: The Reading is from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians.


Brethren:  The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for 
evermore, knoweth that I lie not. * In Damascus the governor under Aretas the 
king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desirous to apprehend me: * 
And through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his 
hands. * It is not expedient for me doubtless to glory. I will come to visions and 
revelations of the Lord. * I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, 
(whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God 
knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. * And I knew such a man, 
(whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) * How that 
he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not 
lawful for a man to utter. * Of such an one will I glory: yet of myself I will not glory, 
but in mine infirmities. * For though I would desire to glory, I shall not be a fool; 
for I will say the truth: but now I forbear, lest any man should think of me above 
that which he seeth me to be, or that he heareth of me. * And lest I should be 
exalted above measure through the abundance of the revelations, there was given 
to me a thorn in the flesh, the messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I should be 
exalted above measure. * For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might 
depart from me. * And he said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my 
strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in 
my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.


Brethren:  God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. * But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us. * We are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; * Persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed; * Always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. * For we 
which live are alway delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus 



might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. * So then death worketh in us, but life 
in you. * We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and 
therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; * Knowing that he 
which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us 
with you. * For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through 
the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.


Alleliua

(Praise ye the Lord)


Reader: Alleluia in the 2nd Tone: The Lord hear thee in the day of affliction; the 
name of the God of Jacob defend thee.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: O Lord, save the king, and hearken unto us in the day when we call 
upon Thee.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: In the 6th Tone: Blessed is the man that feareth the Lord; in His 
commandments shall he greatly delight.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Holy Gospel Reading

(Luke 5:1-11; Luke 6:17-23)


Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Reader: At that time, as the people pressed upon Jesus to hear the word of 
God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, * And saw two ships standing by the lake: 
but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. * And he 
entered into one of the ships, which was Simon's, and prayed him that he would 
thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the people out of the 
ship. * Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, Launch out into the 
deep, and let down your nets for a draught. * And Simon answering said unto him, 
Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken nothing: nevertheless at thy 



word I will let down the net. * And when they had this done, they inclosed a great 
multitude of fishes: and their net brake. * And they beckoned unto their partners, 
which were in the other ship, that they should come and help them. And they 
came, and filled both the ships, so that they began to sink. * When Simon Peter 
saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord. * For he was astonished, and all that were with him, at the draught of the 
fishes which they had taken: * And so was also James, and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, which were partners with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; 
from henceforth thou shalt catch men. * And when they had brought their ships to 
land, they forsook all, and followed him.


At that time, Jesus came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company 
of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and 
from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of 
their diseases; * And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were 
healed. * And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out 
of him, and healed them all. * And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said, 
Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. * Blessed are ye that hunger 
now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. * 
Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from 
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son 
of man's sake. * Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is 
great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Choir: (Tone 6, Vesperal Sticheron)
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

 

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

 

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 




Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

 

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels, 

With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


The Nicene Creed

 

Choir: + I believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. / And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, / the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; / Light of Light, 
true God of true God; / begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; / Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became man; / And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and 
was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; / And 
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; / And shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. / And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth 
from the Father; / Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spake by the prophets. / In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. / I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. / I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, // And the life of the age to come. Amen.

 

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in 
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.


The Lord’s Prayer


Choir: (Tone 4) 

+ Our Father, Who art in the heavens, 

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.




Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.

 

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.


Kontakia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: (Resurrectional Kontakion, Tone 2) 

Thou didst rise from the tomb, O omnipotent Saviour, / and Hades was terrified 
on beholding the wonder; / and the dead arose, / and creation at the sight thereof 
rejoiceth with Thee. / And Adam also is joyful, // and the world, O my Saviour, 
praiseth Thee for ever.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


(Kontakion of the Saint, Tone 2) 

Having delighted in abstinence and bridled the desires of thy flesh, / O divinely 
wise one, thou wast shown to increase in faith, / and didst flourish like the tree of 
life in the midst of paradise, // O most blessed and sacred Chariton.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


(Theotokion, Tone 6) 

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, / O mediation unto the 
Creator unfailing, / disdain not the suppliant voices of sinners, / but be thou quick, 
O good one, to help us who in faith cry unto thee; / hasten to intercession and 
speed thou to make supplication, // thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, 
them that honour thee.


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause 
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my 
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten 
my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

 




Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, 

to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 


+ Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)
 

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 


Psalm 33


Choir: I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

In the Lord shall my soul be praised; 

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt His name together. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, 

and will deliver them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; 

for there is no want to them that fear Him. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; 

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.


Hymn to the Theotokos


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, the Theotokos, 

ever-blessed and most blameless, and Mother of Our God. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, 

and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim, 

who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word, 

the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.




+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Lord, have mercy. (3x) 


O Lord, Bless.


Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for 
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and 
God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind.


Choir: Amen


 Memory Eternal

(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)

Choir:

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal!

His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!


Many Years

(For those with birthdays and namedays)


Choir: 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


Save them O Christ God!

Save them O Christ God!

Save them O Christ God!


God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


Patronal Hymns

(St Mary Protectress Troparion, Tone 4) 




Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate 

thy glorious coming among us, O Mother of God,

and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with compunction:

Shelter us with thy most precious protection,

and deliver us from all evil,

and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, //

that He save our souls.


(St Mary Protectress Kontakion, Tone 3) 

Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church,

and with the choirs of saints invisibly prayeth for us to God. 

Angels worship with hierarchs,

apostles rejoice with prophets, //

for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.


