
Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)


 
15th Sunday After Pentecost, 


Deposition of the Sash of the Theotokos, Tone 6


Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, O Lord Jesus Christ our 
God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and 
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us, 
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon 
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.


Lord have mercy. (3x)


+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ Our Father, Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


Lord have mercy. (12x)



+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ O come, let us worship God our King. 

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


Antiphon 1

(from Psalm 102)


Choir: (Tone 1) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And all that is within me, 

Bless His holy Name!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And forget not all His benefits!


Who forgives all your iniquities, 

Who heals all your diseases!


The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

Long-suffering and of great goodness.


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2

(From Psalm 145)


Choir: (Tone 1)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;




I will sing praises to my God while I have being.


Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
In whom there is no salvation.


When his breath departs 
He returns to his earth:

On that very day his plans perish.


The Lord will reign forever;

Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.	

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

Of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.

O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit: 

Save us!


Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)


Antiphon 3

The Beatitudes


Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, 

When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (12)


Choir: Blessed are they that mourn, 

For they shall be comforted.




Reader: (11)


Choir: Blessed are the meek, 

For they shall inherit the earth.


Reader: (10) Remember me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom, O God my 
Savior, and save me, for Thou alone lovest mankind.


Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

For they shall be filled.


Reader: (9) By a tree was Adam deceived; yet again by the Tree of the Cross was 
the thief saved, who cried out: Remember me in Thy kingdom, O Lord!


Choir: Blessed are the merciful, 

For they shall obtain mercy.

 

Reader: (8) O Bestower of life, Who hadst broken down the gates and portals of 
hades, Thou hast saved all who cry out to Thee, O Savior: Glory to Thine arising!


Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

For they shall see God.

 

Reader: (7) O Thou Who by Thy burial hast made death captive, and by Thy 
resurrection hast filled all with joy: remember me, in that Thou art compassionate.


Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

For they shall be called the sons of God. 


Reader: (6) The myrrh-bearing women who came to the tomb heard an angel 
cry out: Christ, Who hath enlightened all things is risen!


Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (5) Together let us all hymn Christ, Who was nailed to the Cross and 
hath delivered the world from beguilement.


Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

And shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for My sake.




 

Reader: (4) The heart is renewed which toucheth the sacred cincture of the 
Virgin with fervent faith, and it is girded about with invincible power against 
impure passions, and remaining unharmed by incorporeal foes.


Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 

For great is your reward in the heavens.


Reader: (3) Thy sacred cincture wherewith thou girded thine incorrupt body, O 
Maiden, still remaineth incorrupt, sanctifying those who approach it piously and 
removing the corruption of sickness and sorrow.


Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Reader: (2) Thou wast the all-beauteous dwelling of the Word Who was 
incarnate of thee, O pure one, and wast well pleased to place thy cincture in thy 
holy temple; and venerating it, we are sanctified.


Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Reader: (1) Thy precious cincture do we all honorably venerate with joyful heart, 
as an honor for all the faithful, O Theotokos, in that it touched thy precious body.


Introit

(Entry Hymn)


O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,

Save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


Troparia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: (Resurrectional Troparion, Tone 6)

Angelic hosts were above Thy tomb, / and they that guarded Thee became as dead. 
/ And Mary stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate body. / Thou didst despoil 
Hades and wast not tempted by it. / Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst grant us 
life. // O Thou Who didst rise from the dead, O Lord, glory be to Thee.




+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


(Festal Troparion, Tone 8) 

O Ever-virgin Theotokos, protection of mankind: / thou hast given to thy city a 
mighty legacy, the robe and cincture of thy most honoured body, / which have 
remained incorrupt through thy seedless birthgiving. / For in thee are nature and 
time renewed. // Wherefore, we beseech thee to grant peace to thy city and great 
mercy to our souls.


Trisagion

(Thrice-Holy Hymn)


Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.


Prokeimenon 

(that which precedes)


Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless 
Thine inheritance.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord, will I cry; O my God, be not silent unto me.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: In the 3rd Tone: My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath 
rejoiced in God my Savior.


Choir: My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Savior.




Epistle Reading

(2 Corinthians 4:6-15; Hebrews 9:1-7)


  

Reader: The Reading is from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Corinthians.


Brethren:  God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in 
our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of 
Jesus Christ. * But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the excellency of 
the power may be of God, and not of us. * We are troubled on every side, yet not 
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; * Persecuted, but not forsaken; 
cast down, but not destroyed; * Always bearing about in the body the dying of the 
Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made manifest in our body. * For we 
which live are always delivered unto death for Jesus' sake, that the life also of Jesus 
might be made manifest in our mortal flesh. * So then death worketh in us, but life 
in you. * We having the same spirit of faith, according as it is written, I believed, and 
therefore have I spoken; we also believe, and therefore speak; * Knowing that he 
which raised up the Lord Jesus shall raise up us also by Jesus, and shall present us 
with you. * For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through 
the thanksgiving of many redound to the glory of God.


Brethren:  Then verily the first covenant had also ordinances of divine service, and 
a worldly sanctuary. * For there was a tabernacle made; the first, wherein was the 
candlestick, and the table, and the shewbread; which is called the sanctuary. * And 
after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all; * Which had 
the golden censer, and the ark of the covenant overlaid round about with gold, 
wherein was the golden pot that had manna, and Aaron's rod that budded, and the 
tables of the covenant; * And over it the cherubims of glory shadowing the mercy-
seat; of which we cannot now speak particularly. * Now when these things were 
thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the 
service of God. * But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, 
not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people.


Alleliua

(Praise ye the Lord)


Reader: Alleluia in the 6th Tone: He that dwelleth in the help of the Most High 
shall abide in the shelter of the God of heaven.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!




Reader: He shall say unto the Lord: Thou art my helper and my refuge. He is my 
God, and I will hope in Him.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: In the 8th Tone: Arise, O Lord, into Thy rest, Thou and the ark of Thy 
holiness.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Holy Gospel Reading

(Matthew 22:35-46; Luke 10:38-42, 11:27-28)


Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Reader: At that time, a lawyer asked Jesus a question, tempting him, and saying, * 
Master, which is the great commandment in the law? * Jesus said unto him, Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. * This is the first and great commandment. * And the second is like unto it, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. * On these two commandments hang all 
the law and the prophets. * While the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus 
asked them, * Saying, What think ye of Christ? whose son is he? They say unto him, 
The Son of David. * He saith unto them, How then doth David in spirit call him 
Lord, saying, * The LORD said unto my Lord, Sit thou on my right hand, till I make 
thine enemies thy footstool? * If David then call him Lord, how is he his son? * 
And no man was able to answer him a word, neither durst any man from that day 
forth ask him any more questions.


At that time, as they went, Jesus entered into a certain village: and a certain 
woman named Martha received him into her house. * And she had a sister called 
Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard his word. * But Martha was cumbered 
about much serving, and came to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my 
sister hath left me to serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me. * And Jesus 
answered and said unto her, Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about 
many things: * But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part, 
which shall not be taken away from her. * And it came to pass, as he spake these 
things, a certain woman of the company lifted up her voice, and said unto him, 



Blessed is the womb that bare thee, and the paps which thou hast sucked. * But he 
said, Yea rather, blessed are they that hear the word of God, and keep it.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Choir: (Tone 6, Vesperal Sticheron)
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

 

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

 

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

 

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels, 

With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


The Nicene Creed

 

Choir: + I believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. / And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, / the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; / Light of Light, 
true God of true God; / begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; / Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became man; / And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and 



was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; / And 
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; / And shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. / And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth 
from the Father; / Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spake by the prophets. / In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. / I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. / I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, // And the life of the age to come. Amen.

 

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in 
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.


The Lord’s Prayer


Choir: (Tone 4)

+ Our Father, Who art in the heavens, 

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.

 

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.


Kontakia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: (Resurrectional Kontakion, Tone 6) 

Having by His life bestowing hand raised up all the dead out of the dark abysses, / 
Christ God, the Giver of life, hath bestowed the Resurrection upon the fallen 
human race; / for He is the Saviour of all, // the Resurrection, and the Life, and the 
God of all.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.




(Festal Kontakion, Tone 4)
Today thy temple doth celebrate / the deposition of thy precious cincture, O all-
hymned one, / and it earnestly crieth out to thee: / Rejoice, O Virgin, // thou boast 
of Christians!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause 
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my 
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten 
my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, 

to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 


Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)
 

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 


Psalm 33


Choir: I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

In the Lord shall my soul be praised; 

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt His name together. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, 

and will deliver them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; 




for there is no want to them that fear Him. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; 

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.


Hymn to the Theotokos


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, the Theotokos, 

ever-blessed and most blameless, and Mother of Our God. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, 

and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim, 

who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word, 

the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.


Lord, have mercy. (3x) 


O Lord, Bless.


Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for 
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and 
God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind.


Choir: Amen


 Memory Eternal

(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)


Choir:

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal!

His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!


Many Years

(For those with birthdays and namedays)


Choir: 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!




Save them O Christ God!

Save them O Christ God!

Save them O Christ God!


God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


Patronal Hymns

(St Mary Protectress Troparion, Tone 4) 

Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate 

thy glorious coming among us, O Mother of God,

and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with compunction:

Shelter us with thy most precious protection,

and deliver us from all evil,

and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, //

that He save our souls.


(St Mary Protectress Kontakion, Tone 3) 

Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church,

and with the choirs of saints invisibly prayeth for us to God. 

Angels worship with hierarchs,

apostles rejoice with prophets, //

for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.


