
Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)


Sunday of the Publican and the Pharisee, Tone 1


Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and 
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us, 
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon 
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.


Lord have mercy. (3x)


+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ Our Father, Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


+ Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 


Lord have mercy. (12x)



+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ O come, let us worship God our King. 

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


Antiphon 1

(from Psalm 102)


Choir: (Tone 1) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And all that is within me, 

bless His holy Name!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And forget not all His benefits!


Who forgives all your iniquities, 

who heals all your diseases!


The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

long-suffering and of great goodness.


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2

(From Psalm 145)


Choir: (Tone 1)


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.




Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have being.


Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
in whom there is no salvation.


When his breath departs 
he returns to his earth:

on that very day his plans perish.


The Lord will reign forever;

Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.	

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.

O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit: 

Save us!


Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)


Antiphon 3

The Beatitudes


Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, 

When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (12) 


Choir: Blessed are they that mourn, 




for they shall be comforted.


Reader: (11)


Choir: Blessed are the meek, 

for they shall inherit the earth.


Reader: (10) Through food did the enemy lead Adam forth from paradise; but by 
the Cross hath Christ led back to it the thief who cried:  Remember me when 
Thou comest in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

for they shall be filled.


Reader: (9) With Adam and the thief I worship Thy sufferings and glorify Thy 
resurrection; and I cry out with a splendid voice:  Remember me, O Lord, when 
Thou comest in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall obtain mercy.


Reader: (8) O Sinless One, of Thine own will Thou wast crucified and placed in 
the Tomb, yet Thou didst arise as God, raising up with Thyself Adam who crieth 
out: Remember me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God.


Reader: (7) Raising up the temple of Thy body by Thy resurrection on the third 
day, O Christ God, Thou didst raise up Adam and his descendants who cry: 
Remember me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called the sons of God. 


Reader: (6) Very early, the myrrh-bearing women arrived, weeping, at Thy tomb, 
O Christ God; and they found an angel sitting there, clad in white garments, who 
said: What seek ye? Christ is risen! Lament no longer!


Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 




for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (5) When Thine apostles went to the mountain whither Thou hadst 
commanded them to go, and saw Thee, O Saviour, they worshipped Thee; and Thou 
didst send them unto the nations, to teach and baptize them.


Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.


Reader: (4) The Publican and the Pharisee ran the race of life together, but the 
one was overcome by foolish pride and brought to shameful shipwreck, while the 
other was saved by humility.


Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 

for great is your reward in the heavens.


Reader: (3) Changing to a righteous course of life, let us emulate the wisdom of 
the Publican and flee from the hateful conceit of the Pharisee; and so let us attain 
to life.


Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Reader: (2) Let us eagerly follow the ways of Jesus the Saviour and His humility, 
if we desire to attain the everlasting tabernacle of joy and to dwell in the land of 
the living.


Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Reader: (1) I was created naked in innocence and simplicity; then the enemy 
clothed me in the raiment of transgression and the grossness of the flesh.  But 
now through thy mediation, O Maiden, I am saved.


Introit

(Entry Hymn)


Choir: O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,

Save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


Troparia




(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Resurrectional Troparion (Tone 1) 
When the stone had been sealed by the Jews, / And the soldiers were guarding 
Thine immaculate Body, / Thou didst arise on the third day, O Saviour, / granting 
life unto the world. / Wherefore, the Hosts of the Heavens cried out to Thee, O 
Life-giver: / Glory to Thy Resurrection, O Christ. / Glory to Thy kingdom. // Glory 
to Thy dispensation, O only Lover of mankind..


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


St Mary Protectress Troparion (Tone 4)

Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate / thy glorious coming among us, O 
Mother of God, / and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with 
compunction: / Shelter us with thy most precious protection, / and deliver us from 
all evil, / and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, // that He save our souls.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


Resurrectional Theotokion (Tone 1)

When Gabriel announced to thee, “Rejoice!”, O Virgin, / the Master of all became 
incarnate within thee, the holy tabernacle, at his cry, / as the righteous David said.  
Thou wast shown to be more spacious than the heavens, / having borne thy 
Creator. / Glory to Him Who made His abode within thee! / Glory to Him Who 
came forth from thee! // Glory to Him Who hath set us free by thy birthgiving.


Trisagion

(Thrice-Holy Hymn)


Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,


Prokeimenon 

(that which precedes)




Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 1st Tone:  Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, 
according as we have hoped in Thee.


Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee.


Reader: Rejoice in the Lord, O ye righteous; praise is meet for the upright.


Choir: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us, according as we have hoped in Thee.


Reader: Let Thy mercy, O Lord, be upon us,


Choir: According as we have hoped in Thee.


Epistle Reading

(2 Timothy 3:10-15)


  

Reader: The Reading is from the Second Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to 
Timothy.


Timothy, my son:  Thou hast fully known my doctrine, manner of life, purpose, faith, 
long-suffering, charity, patience, * Persecutions, afflictions, which came unto me at 
Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra; what persecutions I endured: but out of them all the 
Lord delivered me. * Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer 
persecution. * But evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, 
and being deceived. * But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and 
hast been assured of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; * And that from a 
child thou hast known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.


Alleliua

(Praise ye the Lord)


Reader: Alleluia in the 1st Tone:


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: O God who givest avengement unto me and hast subdued people under 
me.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!




Reader: It is He that magnifieth the salvation of His king and worketh mercy for 
His anointed, for David and for His seed unto eternity.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Holy Gospel Reading

(Luke 18:10-14)


Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Reader: The Lord spoke this parable:  Two men went up into the temple to pray; 
the one a Pharisee, and the other a publican. * The Pharisee stood and prayed thus 
with himself, God, I thank thee, that I am not as other men are, extortioners, 
unjust, adulterers, or even as this publican. * I fast twice in the week, I give tithes of 
all that I possess. * And the publican, standing afar off, would not lift up so much as 
his eyes unto heaven, but smote upon his breast, saying, God be merciful to me a 
sinner. * I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the 
other: for every one that exalteth himself shall be abased; and he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Choir: (Tone 6, Vesperal Sticheron)
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

 

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

 

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 




Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

 

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels, 

With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


The Nicene Creed

 

Choir: + I believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. / And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, / the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; / Light of Light, 
true God of true God; / begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; / Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became man; / And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and 
was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; / And 
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; / And shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. / And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth 
from the Father; / Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spake by the prophets. / In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. / I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. / I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, / And the life of the age to come. Amen.

 

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in 
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.


The Lord’s Prayer


Choir: (Tone 4)

+ Our Father, Who art in the heavens, 

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 




and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.

 

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.


Kontakia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Resurrectional Kontakion (Tone 1)
As God, Thou didst arise from the tomb in glory, / and Thou didst raise the world 
together with Thyself. / And mortal nature praiseth Thee as God, / and death hath 
vanished. / And Adam danceth, O Master, / and Eve, now freed from fetters, 
rejoiceth as she crieth out: / Thou art He, O Christ, // that grantest unto all 
resurrection.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


St Mary Protectress Kontakion (Tone 3)

Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church, / and with the choirs of saints 
invisibly prayeth for us to God. / Angels worship with hierarchs, / apostles rejoice 
with prophets, // for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Kontakion of the Triodion (Tone 3)

Unto the Lord let us sinners offer groanings like those of the Publican / and let us 
fall down before Him, as He is Master.  / For He desireth the salvation of all men; / 
He granteth forgiveness unto all that repent. / For our sake He became 
incarnate, // He who with the Father is co-unoriginate God.


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause 
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my 
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten 
my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, 

to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 




Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)
 

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 


Psalm 33


Choir: I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

In the Lord shall my soul be praised; 

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt His name together. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, 

and will deliver them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; 

for there is no want to them that fear Him. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; 

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.


Hymn to the Theotokos


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, the Theotokos, 

ever-blessed and most blameless, and Mother of Our God. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, 

and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim, 

who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word, 

the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.




Lord, have mercy. (3x) 


O Lord, Bless.


Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for 
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and 
God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind.


Choir: Amen


 Memory Eternal

(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)


Choir:

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal!

His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!


Many Years

(For those celebrating birthdays and namedays)


Choir: 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


