
Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)


32nd Sunday After Pentecost, Tone 7,

The Eve of Theophany


Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and 
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us, 
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon 
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.


Lord have mercy. (3x)


+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ Our Father, Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


+ Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 




Lord have mercy. (12x)

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ O come, let us worship God our King. 

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


Antiphon 1

(from Psalm 102)


Choir: (Tone 1) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And all that is within me, 

bless His holy Name!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And forget not all His benefits!


Who forgives all your iniquities, 

who heals all your diseases!


The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

long-suffering and of great goodness.


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2

(From Psalm 145)


Choir: (Tone 1)


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.




Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have being.


Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
in whom there is no salvation.


When his breath departs 
he returns to his earth:

on that very day his plans perish.


The Lord will reign forever;

Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.	

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.

O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit: 

Save us!


Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)


Antiphon 3

The Beatitudes


Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, 

When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (12) 




Choir: Blessed are they that mourn, 

for they shall be comforted.


Reader: (11)


Choir: Blessed are the meek, 

for they shall inherit the earth.


Reader: (10) The fruit which slew me was beautiful and good to eat; but Christ 
is the Tree of life, and eating of Him I do not die, but cry out with the thief: 
Remember me, O Lord, in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

for they shall be filled.


Reader: (9) O Compassionate One, Who wast lifted up upon the Cross, Thou 
hast erased the record of Adam’s ancient sin, and hast saved the whole human 
race from deception. Wherefore, we hymn Thee, O Lord and Benefactor.


Choir: Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall obtain mercy.


Reader: (8) Thou didst nail our sins to the Cross, O compassionate Christ, and 
by Thy death Thou didst slay death, O Thou who didst raise up the dead from 
among the dead. Wherefore, we worship Thy holy resurrection.


Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God.


Reader: (7) The serpent once poured its venom into the ears of Eve; but on the 
tree of the Cross, Christ poured forth the sweetness of life upon the world. 
Wherefore, we cry out: Remember us, O Lord, in Thy kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called the sons of God. 


Reader: (6) Thou wast laid in the tomb as one dead, O Christ, Thou Life of all; 
and Thou didst break down the gates of hades; and having risen again in glory on 
the third day as One mighty, Thou hast illumined all. Glory to Thine arising!




Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (5) Having risen from the dead on the third day, the Lord bestowed His 
peace upon His disciples; and having blessed them, He sent them forth saying: Lead 
all into My kingdom!


Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.


Reader: (4) Christ, Who hath been seated with the Father and the Spirit from 
before time began, and Who became incarnate of the Virgin in latter times, cometh 
to baptism, granting immortality unto all through the divine font, as He knoweth.


Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 

for great is your reward in the heavens.


Reader: (3) [Repeat previous] Christ, Who hath been seated with the Father and 
the Spirit from before time began, and Who became incarnate of the Virgin in 
latter times, cometh to baptism, granting immortality unto all through the divine 
font, as He knoweth.


Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Reader: (2) Desiring, in the loving-kindness of His mercy, to bury our sins with 
water in the Jordan’s streams, Christ God cometh forth and by baptism restoreth 
us who have become corrupt.


Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Reader: (1) Covering the shameful nakedness of our first father Adam, Thou hast 
voluntarily stripped Thyself naked, O Christ, and Thou coverest Thyself in the 
streams of the Jordan, O Thou Who alone art greatly merciful, and Who coverest 
Thy chambers with waters. 


Introit

(Entry Hymn)


Choir: O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,




Save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.


Troparia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 7) 
Thou didst destroy death by Thy Cross, / Thou didst open paradise to the thief. / 
Thou didst change the lamentation of the Myrrh-bearers, / and Thou didst 
command Thine Apostles to proclaim / that Thou didst arise, O Christ God, // and 
grantest to the world great mercy.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


St Mary Protectress Troparion, Tone 4

Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate / thy glorious coming among us, O 
Mother of God, / and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with 
compunction: / Shelter us with thy most precious protection, / and deliver us from 
all evil, / and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, // that He save our souls.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


Troparion of the Forefeast (Tone 4)

The River Jordan was once turned back by the mantle of Elisha / when Elijah had 
been taken up, / and the waters were divided hither and thither. / And for him the 
watery path became dry, / verily as a type of baptism, / whereby we cross the 
flowing stream of life. // Christ hath appeared in the Jordan to sanctify the waters.


Trisagion

(Thrice-Holy Hymn)


Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,


Prokeimenon 

(that which precedes)




Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless 
Thine inheritance.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord, Will I cry; O my God, be not silent unto me.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: Save, O Lord, Thy people


Choir: and bless Thine inheritance.


Epistle Reading

(2 Timothy 4:5-8)


  

Reader: The Reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to Timothy.


Timothy, my son:  Watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an 
evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry. * For I am now ready to be offered, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. * I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith: * Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of 
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and 
not to me only, but unto all them also that love his appearing.


Alleliua

(Praise ye the Lord)


Reader: Alleluia in the 8th Tone:


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: God be gracious unto us and bless us.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: Cause Thy face to shine upon us, and have mercy on us.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!




Holy Gospel Reading

(Mark 1:1-8)


Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Reader: The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God; * As it is 
written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before thy face, which shall 
prepare thy way before thee. * The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare 
ye the way of the Lord, make his paths straight. * John did baptize in the 
wilderness, and preach the baptism of repentance for the remission of sins. * And 
there went out unto him all the land of Judaea, and they of Jerusalem, and were all 
baptized of him in the river of Jordan, confessing their sins. * And John was clothed 
with camel's hair, and with a girdle of a skin about his loins; and he did eat locusts 
and wild honey; * And preached, saying, There cometh one mightier than I after me, 
the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to stoop down and unloose. * I 
indeed have baptized you with water: but he shall baptize you with the Holy 
Ghost.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Choir: (Tone 6, Vesperal Sticheron)
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

 

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

 

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.




Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

 

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels, 

With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


The Nicene Creed

 

Choir: + I believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. / And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, / the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; / Light of Light, 
true God of true God; / begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; / Who for us men and for our salvation came down 
from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became man; / And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and 
was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; / And 
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; / And shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. / And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth 
from the Father; / Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spake by the prophets. / In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. / I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. / I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, / And the life of the age to come. Amen.

 

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in 
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.


The Lord’s Prayer


Choir: (Tone 4)

+ Our Father, Who art in the heavens, 

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 




but deliver us from the evil one.

 

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.


Kontakia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Kontakion of the Resurrection (Tone 7)
No longer will the dominion of death be able to keep men captive; / for Christ 
hath descended, demolishing and destroying the powers thereof. / Hades is 
bound; / the prophets rejoice with one voice, saying: / A Saviour hath come for 
them that have faith. //  Come forth, ye faithful, for the Resurrection.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


St Mary Protectress Kontakion, Tone 3

Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church, / and with the choirs of saints 
invisibly prayeth for us to God. / Angels worship with hierarchs, / apostles rejoice 
with prophets, // for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Kontakion of the Forefeast (Tone 4)

In the running waters of Jordan today / the Lord cried to John: / Be not afraid to 
baptise Me, / for, I am come to save Adam, // the first-fashioned man.


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause 
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my 
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten 
my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, 

to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 


Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)
 

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.




 

Psalm 33


Choir: I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

In the Lord shall my soul be praised; 

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt His name together. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, 

and will deliver them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; 

for there is no want to them that fear Him. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; 

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.


Hymn to the Theotokos


Choir: It is truly meet to bless thee, the Theotokos, 

ever-blessed and most blameless, and Mother of Our God. 

More honorable than the Cherubim, 

and beyond compare more glorious than the Seraphim, 

who without corruption gavest birth to God the Word, 

the very Theotokos, thee do we magnify.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Lord, have mercy. (3x) 


O Lord, Bless.




Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for 
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and 
God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind.


Choir: Amen


 Memory Eternal

(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)


Choir:

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal!

His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!


Many Years

(For those celebrating birthdays and namedays)


Choir: 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


