Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)

CIRCUMCISION OF THE LORD,
St Basil the Great

Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers,
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.

O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth,Who art everywhere present and
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us,
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.

+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.

Lord have mercy. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

+ Our Father,Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name.Thy Kingdom
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.

+ Through the prayers of our holy Fathers,
O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.



Lord have mercy. (12x)

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

+ O come, let us worship God our King.
+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.
+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.

Antiphon 1
(from Psalm 102)

Choir: (Tone |)
Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Blessed art Thou, O Lord!

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
And all that is within me,
bless His holy Name!

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
And forget not all His benefits!

Who forgives all your iniquities,
who heals all your diseases!

The Lord is compassionate and merciful,
long-suffering and of great goodness.

Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Blessed art Thou, O Lord!

Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2
(From Psalm 145)

Choir: (Tone |)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.



Praise the Lord, O my soul!
| will praise the Lord as long as | live;
| will sing praises to my God while | have being.

Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
in whom there is no salvation.

When his breath departs
he returns to his earth:
on that very day his plans perish.

The Lord will reign forever;
Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.

Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.

Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.
O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit:

Save us!

Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 3
The Beatitudes

Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord,
When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Reader: (12)



Choir: Blessed are they that mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

Reader: (I 1)

Choir: Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

Reader: (10)

Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness,
for they shall be filled.

Reader: (9)

Choir: Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.

Reader: (8) The transcendent Word Who became incarnate hath been
circumcised, that the law might cease; and He hath given us the beginning of divine
grace and life incorruptible.

Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

Reader: (7) [Repeat previous] The transcendent Word Who became incarnate
hath been circumcised, that the law might cease; and He hath given us the
beginning of divine grace and life incorruptible.

Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called the sons of God.

Reader: (6) As the fulfiller of the law, and not as One opposed to God, Christ
showed Himself to be incarnate, and hath deigned of His own will to be
circumcised on the eighth day.

Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



Reader: (5) [Repeat previous] As the fulfiller of the law, and not as One opposed
to God, Christ showed Himself to be incarnate, and hath deigned of His own will
to be circumcised on the eighth day.

Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you,
and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

Reader: (4) Thou didst abundantly feed the souls of the poor tormented by
starvation, O Basil, and didst fill the hearts of the hungry with all divine gladness.

Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad,
for great is your reward in the heavens.

Reader: (3) Thou didst richly feed the hungry with heavenly food; for thy
discourse is angelic bread, O Basil, and thou becamest an excellent issuer of the
grain thereof.

Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

Reader: (2) Like a bee thou didst industriously gather honey from the flowers of
all the virtues, O Basil, and as a wise man thou art blessed therein.

Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Reader: (I) Save thy servants from misfortunes, O Theotokos, for after God it is
to thee that we flee as to an impregnable rampart and intercession.

Introit
(Entry Hymn)

Choir: O come let us worship and fall down before Christ,
Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,
Save us who sing to Thee:Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Troparia
(Thematic Hymns)

Choir: Festal Troparion (Tone |)
Festal Troparion, Tone | Thou Who sittest with the Eternal Father / on a fiery
throne in the heights, / wast pleased through the Divine Spirit to be born on earth



| of aVirgin Maiden, Thy Mother, O Jesus./Wherefore, Thou wast circumcised as a
man on the eighth day./ Glory to Thine all-gracious will. / Glory to Thy
providence. // Glory to Thy condescension, O only Lover of mankind.

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

St Mary Protectress Troparion (Tone 4)

Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate / thy glorious coming among us, O
Mother of God, / and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with
compunction: / Shelter us with thy most precious protection,/ and deliver us from
all evil,/ and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, // that He save our souls.

Both now and ever and unto the ages of ages.Amen.

Troparion of the Hierarch (Tone 1)

Thy fame hath gone forth into all the earth, / which hath received thy word. /
Thereby thou hast divinely taught the Faith;/ thou hast made manifest the nature
of created things; / thou hast made the moral life of men a royal priesthood. // O
Basil, our righteous father, intercede with Christ God that our souls be saved.

Trisagion
(Thrice-Holy Hymn)

Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.
+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,

Prokeimenon
(that which precedes)

Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless
Thine inheritance.

Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.

Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord,Will | cry; O my God, be not silent unto me.



Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.

Reader: In the |st Tone: My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my
heart shall be of understanding.

Choir: My mouth shall speak wisdom, and the meditation of my heart shall be of
understanding.

Epistle Reading
(Colossians 2:8-12; Hebrews 7:26-8:2)

Reader: The Reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the
Colossians.

Brethren: Beware, lest any man spoil you through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ. * For
in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily. * And ye are complete in
him, which is the head of all principality and power:* In whom also ye are
circumcised with the circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of
the sins of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ: * Buried with him in baptism,
wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith of the operation of God, who
hath raised him from the dead.

Brethren: Such an high priest became us, who is holy, harmless, undefiled, separate
from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; * Who needeth not daily, as those
high priests, to offer up sacrifice, first for his own sins, and then for the people's:
for this he did once, when he offered up himself. * For the law maketh men high
priests which have infirmity; but the word of the oath, which was since the law,
maketh the Son, who is consecrated for evermore.* Now of the things which we
have spoken this is the sum:We have such an high priest, who is set on the right
hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens;* A minister of the sanctuary,
and of the true tabernacle, which the Lord pitched, and not man.

Alleliua
(Praise ye the Lord)

Reader: Alleluia in the 8th Tone:

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!



Reader: O Shepherd of Israel attend, Thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep.
Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Reader: The mouth of the righteous shall meditate wisdom and his tongue shall
speak of judgment.

Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Holy Gospel Reading
(Luke 2:20-21,40-52; Luke 6:17-23)

Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Luke.
Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!

Reader: At that time, the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
the things that they had heard and seen, as it was told unto them. * And when
eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called
JESUS, which was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb. *
And the child grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom: and the grace of
God was upon him.* Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast
of the Passover. * And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem
after the custom of the feast. * And when they had fulfilled the days, as they
returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother
knew not of it. * But they, supposing him to have been in the company, went a
day's journey; and they sought him among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. * And
when they found him not, they turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.* And
it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the
midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions. * And all that
heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. * And when they
saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought thee sorrowing. * And he said
unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my
Father's business? * And they understood not the saying which he spake unto
them. * And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject
unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. * And Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.



At that time, Jesus came down with them, and stood in the plain, and the company
of his disciples, and a great multitude of people out of all Judaea and Jerusalem, and
from the sea coast of Tyre and Sidon, which came to hear him, and to be healed of
their diseases; * And they that were vexed with unclean spirits: and they were
healed. * And the whole multitude sought to touch him: for there went virtue out
of him, and healed them all. * And he lifted up his eyes on his disciples, and said,
Blessed be ye poor: for yours is the kingdom of God. * Blessed are ye that hunger
now: for ye shall be filled. Blessed are ye that weep now: for ye shall laugh. *
Blessed are ye, when men shall hate you, and when they shall separate you from
their company, and shall reproach you, and cast out your name as evil, for the Son
of man's sake. * Rejoice ye in that day, and leap for joy: for, behold, your reward is
great in heaven: for in the like manner did their fathers unto the prophets.

Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!

Choir: (Tone 6,Vesperal Sticheron)

Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.
Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith:
Holy, Holy, Holy,

Lord of Sabaoth;

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith:
Holy, Holy, Holy,

Lord of Sabaoth;

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels,
With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith:
Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth;

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.



Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.
The Nicene Creed

Choir: + | believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible./ And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
God,/ the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages;/ Light of Light,
true God of true God;/ begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by
Whom all things were made;/ Who for us men and for our salvation came down
from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and
became man;/ And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and
was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures;/ And
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father;/ And shall
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead;Whose kingdom shall
have no end./ And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life;VWWho proceedeth
from the Father;/Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and
glorified;Who spake by the prophets./ In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic
Church./ | confess one baptism for the remission of sins./ | look for the
resurrection of the dead,/ And the life of the age to come. Amen.

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.

The Lord’s Prayer

Choir: (Tone 4)

+ Our Father,Who art in the heavens,

Hallowed be Thy name.Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from the evil one.

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.

Kontakia
(Thematic Hymns)



Choir: Kontakion of the Hierarch (Tone 4)

Thou didst prove to be an unshakeable foundation of the Church, / giving to all
mortals an inviolate lordship, / and sealing it with thy doctrines,/ O righteous Basil,
Il revealer of heavenly things.

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

St Mary Protectress Kontakion (Tone 3)

Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church,/ and with the choirs of saints
invisibly prayeth for us to God./ Angels worship with hierarchs, / apostles rejoice
with prophets, // for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.

Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Festal Kontakion (Tone 3)

The Lord of all undergoeth circumcision, / and in His goodness hath circumcised
the sins of mortals./ On this day, He giveth the world salvation. / And Basil, the
hierarch, the Creator’s light-bearer / and Christ’s divine mystic, // rejoiceth in the
highest.

Reader: Lord, have mercy. (|12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten

my mind that | may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ,
to the Glory of God the Father. Amen.

Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Psalm 33

Choir: | will bless the Lord at all times,
His praise shall continually be in my mouth.




In the Lord shall my soul be praised;

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me,

and let us exalt His name together.

| sought the Lord, and He heard me,

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed.

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him,

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him,
and will deliver them.

O taste and see that the Lord is good;

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints;

for there is no want to them that fear Him.

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry;

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.

All Creation
[Instead of “It is truly meet...”, we chant “All creation...”
In Tone 8 or a special melody]

Choir: All creation — the assembly of angels and the race of man / — rejoiceth in
thee, O thou who art full of grace,/ O sacred temple and noetical paradise, boast
of virgins, / from whom God,Who existeth from before time, was incarnate and
became a child;/ for He made thy body a throne, and thy womb He made more
spacious than the heavens./ All creation rejoiceth in thee, O thou who art full of
grace.// Glory to thee!

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,
both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

Lord, have mercy. (3x)
O Lord, Bless.

Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and



God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou
art good and the Lover of mankind.

Choir: Amen

Memory Eternal
(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)

Choir:
Memory eternal!
Memory eternal!

Memory eternal!
His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!

Many Years
(For those celebrating birthdays and namedays)
Choir:
God grant you many years!
God grant you many years!
God grant you many, many years!



