
Saint Mary Protectress Center

Reader Service

(service without a priest)


31st Sunday After Pentecost, Tone 6,

The Kinsmen of the Lord, Sunday After Nativity


Reader: + Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen.  


Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee.


O Heavenly King, Comforter, Spirit of Truth, Who art everywhere present and 
fillest all things, Treasury of good things and Giver of life: Come and dwell in us, 
and cleanse us of all impurity, and save our souls, O Good One.


+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


O Most Holy Trinity, have mercy on us. O Lord, blot out our sins.O Master, pardon 
our iniquities. O Holy One, visit and heal our infirmities for Thy name’s sake.


Lord have mercy. (3x)


+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ Our Father, Who art in the Heavens, hallowed be Thy Name. Thy Kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.


+ Through the prayers of our holy Fathers, 

O Lord Jesus Christ our God, have mercy on us. Amen. 




Lord have mercy. (12x)

+ Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


+ O come, let us worship God our King. 

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ our King and God.

+ O come, let us worship and fall down before Christ Himself, our King and God.


Antiphon 1

(from Psalm 102)


Choir: (Tone 1) 
Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And all that is within me, 

bless His holy Name!


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

And forget not all His benefits!


Who forgives all your iniquities, 

who heals all your diseases!


The Lord is compassionate and merciful, 

long-suffering and of great goodness.


Bless the Lord, O my soul! 

Blessed art Thou, O Lord!


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (3x)

Antiphon 2

(From Psalm 145)


Choir: (Tone 1)


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.




Praise the Lord, O my soul!

I will praise the Lord as long as I live;

I will sing praises to my God while I have being.


Put not your trust in princes, in sons of men
in whom there is no salvation.


When his breath departs 
he returns to his earth:

on that very day his plans perish.


The Lord will reign forever;

Thy God, O Zion, to all generations.


Now and ever, and unto ages of ages. Amen.


Only-Begotten Son and Immortal Word of God.	

Who for our salvation didst will to be incarnate

of the holy Theotokos and Ever-Virgin Mary;

Who without change didst become man and was crucified.

O Christ our God, trampling down death by death;

who art one of the Holy Trinity,

Glorified with the + Father and the Holy Spirit: 

Save us!


Reader: Lord have mercy. (3x)


Antiphon 3

The Beatitudes


Choir: (Tone 1)
In Thy kingdom remember us, O Lord, 

When Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (12) Remember me when Thou comest in Thy kingdom, O God my 
Saviour, and save me, for Thou alone lovest mankind.



Choir: Blessed are they that mourn, 

for they shall be comforted.


Reader: (11) By a tree was Adam deceived; yet again by the Tree of the Cross 
was the thief saved, who cried out: Remember me in Thy kingdom, O Lord!


Choir: Blessed are the meek, 

for they shall inherit the earth.


Reader: (10) O Bestower of life, Who hadst broken down the gates and portals 
of hades, Thou hast saved all who cry out to Thee, O Saviour: Glory to Thine 
arising!


Choir: Blessed are they that hunger and thirst after righteousness, 

for they shall be filled.


Reader: (9) O Thou Who by Thy burial hast made death captive, and by Thy 
resurrection hast filled all with joy: remember me, in that Thou art compassionate.


Choir: Blessed are the merciful, 

for they shall obtain mercy.


Reader: (8) The piping shepherds received an awesome vision of light; for the 
glory of the Lord shone round about them, and an angel cried out: Sing ye, for 
Christ, the blessed God of your fathers, is born!


Choir: Blessed are the pure in heart, 

for they shall see God.


Reader: (7) Suddenly, at the voice of the angel, the armies of heaven cried out: 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good-will among men! Christ 
hath shone forth: the blessed God of your fathers!”


Choir: Blessed are the peacemakers, 

for they shall be called the sons of God. 


Reader: (6) The furnace which had been raised to a sevenfold heat savagely 
burneth the minions, but spareth the youths who were wholly consumed with the 
fear of God; and the flame crowned them when the Lord freely granted them dew 
for their piety’s sake.




Choir: Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 


Reader: (5) Omnipotently Thou hast cast down sin, which is exalted in evil 
without restraint and is incited to a vile frenzy by the perversion of the world; and 
those whom it formerly attracted Thou savest from its snares today, having 
become incarnate of Thine own will, O Benefactor.


Choir: Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, 

and shall say all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.


Reader: (4) Awe-struck, the heavenly hosts stood before the cave, and unable to 
keep silent, hymned Thy most pure nativity, chanting: Glory in the highest to the 
newborn God!


Choir: Rejoice, and be exceedingly glad, 

for great is your reward in the heavens.


Reader: (3) Upon Thy throne hast Thou sat, as Thou didst swear unto the 
prophet David, O Master, Who camest forth from the fruit of his loins; and unto 
James didst Thou commit the throne of the Church, O Christ.


Choir: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Reader: (2) David the king is shown to be a wondrous prophet and forefather of 
the incarnation of God; and James, the disciple of Jesus, is shown forth as the first 
bishop.


Choir: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Reader: (1) We beseech thee, O Virgin Theotokos: in behalf of thy servants 
entreat thou Him Who was incarnate of thee, for we know thee to be our sole 
intercessor.


Introit

(Entry Hymn)


Choir: O come let us worship and fall down before Christ, 

Who didst rise from the dead, O Son of God,

Save us who sing to Thee: Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.




Troparia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Troparion of the Resurrection (Tone 6) 
Angelic hosts were above Thy tomb, / and they that guarded Thee became as dead. 
/ And Mary stood by the grave seeking Thine immaculate body. / Thou didst despoil 
hades and wast not tempted by it. / Thou didst meet the Virgin and didst grant us 
life. // O Thou Who didst rise from the dead, O Lord, glory be to Thee.


St Mary Protectress Troparion, Tone 4

Today we Orthodox people joyfully celebrate / thy glorious coming among us, O 
Mother of God, / and gazing upon thy most pure image, we say with 
compunction: / Shelter us with thy most precious protection, / and deliver us from 
all evil, / and pray to thy Son, Christ our God, // that He save our souls.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,


Festal Troparion (Tone 4)

Thy Nativity, O Christ our God, / hath shined upon the world the light of 
knowledge; / for thereby, they that worshipped the stars / were taught by a star / 
to worship Thee, the Sun of Righteousness, / and to know Thee, the Dayspring 
from on high. // O Lord, glory be to Thee.


Both now and ever and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Troparion of the Saints, (Tone 2)

O Joseph, proclaim the wonders to David the father of our Divine Lord. / Thou 
hast seen a Virgin conceive; / thou hast given glory with the shepherds; / thou hast 
worshipped with the Magi; / and thou hast been warned by an angel. // Implore 
Christ our God to save our souls.


Trisagion

(Thrice-Holy Hymn)


Choir: + Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us. (3x)

+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen. 


Holy Immortal, have mercy on us.




+ Holy God, Holy Mighty, Holy Immortal, have mercy on us,


Prokeimenon 

(that which precedes)


Reader: The Prokeimenon in the 6th Tone: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless 
Thine inheritance.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: Unto Thee, O Lord, Will I cry; O my God, be not silent unto me.


Choir: Save, O Lord, Thy people and bless Thine inheritance.


Reader: In the 4th Tone: Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of Israel.


Choir: Wondrous is God in His saints, the God of Israel.


Epistle Reading

(Galatians 1:11-19)


  

Reader: The Reading is from the Epistle of the Holy Apostle Paul to the 
Galatians.


Brethren: I certify you that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. 
* For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of 
Jesus Christ. * For ye have heard of my conversation in time past in the Jews' 
religion, how that beyond measure I persecuted the church of God, and wasted it: 
* And profited in the Jews' religion above many my equals in mine own nation, 
being more exceedingly zealous of the traditions of my fathers. * But when it 
pleased God, who separated me from my mother's womb, and called me by his 
grace, * To reveal his Son in me, that I might preach him among the heathen; 
immediately I conferred not with flesh and blood: * Neither went I up to 
Jerusalem to them which were apostles before me; but I went into Arabia, and 
returned again unto Damascus. * Then after three years I went up to Jerusalem to 
see Peter, and abode with him fifteen days. * But other of the apostles saw I none, 
save James the Lord's brother.


Alleliua

(Praise ye the Lord)




Reader: Alleluia in the 6th Tone: He that dwelleth in the help of the Most High 
shall abide in the shelter of the God of heaven.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: He shall say unto the Lord: Thou art my helper and my refuge. He is my 
God, and I will hope in Him.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Reader: In the 4th Tone: Remember, O Lord, David and all his meekness.


Choir: Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!


Holy Gospel Reading

(Matthew 2:13-23)


Reader: The Reading is from the Holy Gospel according to Saint Matthew.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Reader: At that time, when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord 
appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his 
mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod 
will seek the young child to destroy him. * When he arose, he took the young child 
and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt: * And was there until the death 
of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, 
saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. * Then Herod, when he saw that he was 
mocked of the wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old 
and under, according to the time which he had diligently enquired of the wise men. 
* Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremy the prophet, saying, * In 
Rama was there a voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, 
Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be comforted, because they are 
not. * But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth in a 
dream to Joseph in Egypt, * Saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, 
and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which sought the young child's life. 
* And he arose, and took the young child and his mother, and came into the land 
of Israel. * But when he heard that Archelaus did reign in Judaea in the room of his 



father Herod, he was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in 
a dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: * And he came and dwelt in a 
city called Nazareth: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophets, 
He shall be called a Nazarene.


Choir: Glory to Thee, O Lord, Glory to Thee!


Choir: (Tone 6, Vesperal Sticheron)
Remember us, O Lord, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Master, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

Remember us, O Holy One, when Thou comest in Thy kingdom.

 

The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.

 

Reader: Come unto Him, and be enlightened & your faces shall not be ashamed.

 

Choir: The heavenly choir praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, 

Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.

 

Choir: The choir of Holy angels and archangels, 

With all the heavenly hosts praiseth Thee and saith: 

Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord of Sabaoth; 

Heaven and earth are full of Thy glory.


Reader: Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages.  Amen.


The Nicene Creed

 

Choir: + I believe / in one God, the Father Almighty, / Maker of heaven and earth 
and of all things visible and invisible. / And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, / the Only-begotten, begotten of the Father before all ages; / Light of Light, 
true God of true God; / begotten, not made; of one essence with the Father, by 
Whom all things were made; / Who for us men and for our salvation came down 



from the heavens, / and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, and 
became man; / And was crucified for us under Pontius Pilate, / and suffered and 
was buried; and arose again on the third day according to the Scriptures; / And 
ascended into the heavens, and sitteth at the right hand of the Father; / And shall 
come again, with glory, to judge both the living and the dead; Whose kingdom shall 
have no end. / And in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of life; Who proceedeth 
from the Father; / Who with the + Father and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; Who spake by the prophets. / In One, Holy, Catholic, and Apostolic 
Church. / I confess one baptism for the remission of sins. / I look for the 
resurrection of the dead, / And the life of the age to come. Amen.

 

Reader: Remit, pardon, forgive, O God, our offenses, both voluntary and 
involuntary, in deed and word, in knowledge and ignorance, by day and by night, in 
mind and thought; forgive us all things, for Thou art good & the Lover of mankind.


The Lord’s Prayer


Choir: (Tone 4)

+ Our Father, Who art in the heavens, 

Hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from the evil one.

 

Reader: O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on us. Amen.


Kontakia

(Thematic Hymns)


Choir: Kontakion of the Resurrection (Tone 6)
Having by His life bestowing hand raised up all the dead out of the dark abysses, / 
Christ God, the Giver of life, hath bestowed the Resurrection upon the fallen 
human race; / for He is the Saviour of all, // the Resurrection, and the Life, and the 
God of all.


St Mary Protectress Kontakion, Tone 3




Today the Virgin doth stand before us in church, / and with the choirs of saints 
invisibly prayeth for us to God. / Angels worship with hierarchs, / apostles rejoice 
with prophets, // for the Theotokos prayeth for us to the Eternal God.


Kontakion of the Saints (Tone 3)

Today divine David is filled with gladness, / and together with James, Joseph doth 
offer praise; / for they rejoice at receiving a crown as kinsmen of Christ, / and they 
praise Him who is ineffably born on earth and they cry: // O Compassionate One, 
save them that honour Thee.


+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.


Festal Kontakion (Tone 3)
Today the Virgin giveth birth to Him Who is transcendent in essence; / and the 
earth offereth a cave to Him Who is unapproachable. / Angels with shepherds give 
glory; / with a star the Magi do journey; // for our sake a young Child is born, Who 
is pre-eternal God.


Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Theotokion (Tone 6)

O protection of Christians that cannot be put to shame, / O mediation unto the 
Creator unfailing, / disdain not the suppliant voices of sinners, / but be thou quick, 
O good one, to help us who in faith cry unto thee; / hasten to intercession and 
speed thou to make supplication, // thou who dost ever protect, O Theotokos, 
them that honour thee.


Reader: Lord, have mercy. (12x)

O All-Holy Trinity, the consubstantial dominion, the indivisible Kingdom, and cause 
of every Good: Show Thy good will even unto me a sinner; make steadfast my 
heart and grant it understanding, and take away mine every defilement; enlighten 
my mind that I may glorify, hymn, worship, and say:

 

Choir: One is Holy, One is Lord, Jesus Christ, 

to the Glory of God the Father.  Amen. 


Blessed by the name of the Lord, henceforth and forever more. (3x)
 

Reader: + Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,




Both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.

 


Psalm 33


Choir: I will bless the Lord at all times, 

His praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

In the Lord shall my soul be praised; 

let the meek hear and be glad.

O magnify the Lord with me, 

and let us exalt His name together. 

I sought the Lord, and He heard me, 

and delivered me from all my tribulations.

Come unto Him, and be enlightened,

and your faces shall not be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him, 

and saved him out of all his tribulations.

The angel of the Lord will encamp round about them that fear Him, 

and will deliver them. 

O taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man that hopeth in Him.

O fear the Lord, all ye His saints; 

for there is no want to them that fear Him. 

Rich men have turned poor and gone hungry; 

but they that seek the Lord shall not be deprived of any good thing.


Magnify, O My Soul


Choir: [Irmos of the 9th Ode of the 2nd Canon of the feast, Tone 1]


Refrain: Magnify, O my soul,/ her who is more honourable and more glorious than 
the hosts on high,/ the most pure Virgin Theotokos.


Irmos: Better would it be for us to keep silence in fear, for it is without peril; and it 
is difficult, O Virgin, to weave complex hymns harmoniously with love.  But grant 
us, O Mother, the strength to fulfil our intent.


[Or this Irmos:] A strange and most wonderful mystery do I see: the cave is 
heaven; the Virgin, the throne of the Cherubim; the manger a room, in which 
Christ, the God whom nothing can contain, is laid.  Him do we praise and magnify.




+ Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,

both now and ever, and unto the ages of ages. Amen.


Lord, have mercy. (3x) 


O Lord, Bless.


Reader: Thou that didst rise from the dead, O Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, for 
the sake of the prayers of Thy most pure Mother our Protectress, of our holy and 
God-bearing fathers, and of all the saints, have mercy on us and save us, for Thou 
art good and the Lover of mankind.


Choir: Amen


 Memory Eternal

(For those who have fallen asleep in the Lord)


Choir:

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal! 

Memory eternal!

His/Her/Their soul(s) shall dwell with the blessed!


Many Years

(For those celebrating birthdays and namedays)


Choir: 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many years! 

God grant you many, many years!


